This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A tool management method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a first request from a client system via a network; 

determining a first type of said first request using a first predetermined field in a 
portion of said first request; and 

sending a first message to a tool in response to said first request and said first 
request type, wherein said first message is operable for controlling an action of said the 
tool. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of determining an 
identification of a tool object corresponding to said tool using a second predetermined 
field in said portion of said request. 

3. (Canceled). 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 3 further comprising the steps of: 

receiving a whoroin sa i d tool returns at l oast ono second message from said tool 
associated with said first action;_and _, sa i d method further comprising tho stop of 

caching said at le ast ono second message. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4 further comprising the steps of: 
receiving a second reguest from said client system via said network; 
retrieving s ele ct e d on e s of said a t l e ast on e second message; and 
generating a response to said a second request using said s ele cted ones of said 
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at loast one second message. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5 further comprising the step of 
sending said response to said a client system i n i t i at i ng said first and s e cond r e qu e sts . 

7. (Canceled). 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 

receiving a connection request from said client system ; and 

opening a connection to said a client system , said connection being operable for 
communicating requests and responses to said requests. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 

receiving a second request from said client system via said network , said second 
request selected from the group consisting of information ( I NFO) requests, expand 
requests and edit requests, wherein, 

in response to e ach of said information requests, an HTML page is 
generated using a set of selected data for a tool object corresponding to a managed tool 
i s l oad e d i nto a Wor l dW i d e W e b ("W e b") pag e for sending to said a client system , 

in response to e ach of said edit requests, an HTML page is generated a 
Wob pago having a portion operable for user entry of one or more values for modifying 
a tool object attribute is generat e d for sending to said client system , and 

in response to e ach of said expand requests an HTML page is generated 
using a set of child object names and relations to a parent object identified in said eaeh 
expand request i s g e n e rat e d for sending to said client system . 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein said first type of said 
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first request denotes an execute request. 

11. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said step of sending said first 
message is in response to execution of a tool object method identified in said first 
request. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 11 further comprising the step of overriding 
said tool object method. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12 wherein said step of overriding said tool 
object method comprises the steps of: 

parsing a script source; 

determining if said script source includes a method signature matching a method 
signature of said tool object method; and 

if so, executing a corresponding portion of said script source. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 7 wherein said first request is 
transferred in accordance with transf e r protoco l i s the hypertext transfer protocol 
(HTTP), and said fifst portion corresponds to a f i rst f i old in a uniform resource locator 
(URL) path. 

15. (Currently Amended) A data processing system comprising: 

circuitry operable for receiving a first request from a client system via a network; 

circuitry operable for determining a first type of said first request using a first 
predetermined field in a portion of said first request; and 

circuitry operable for sending a first message to a tool in response to said first 
request and said first r e qu e st type, wherein said first message is operable for controlling 
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an action of said the tool. 



16. (Original) The data processing system of claim 15 further comprising the 
circuitry for determining an identification of a tool object corresponding to said tool using 
a second predetermined field in said portion of said request. 

17. (Canceled). 

18. (Currently Amended) The data processing system of claim 15 47 further 
comprising: 

circuitry operable for receiving a wh e rein sa i d too l returns at least one second 
message from said tool associated with said first action ; and said m e thod furth e r 
compris i ng th e st e p of 

circuitry operable for caching said at le ast on e second message. 

19. (Currently Amended) The data processing system of claim 18 further 
comprising: 

circuitry operable for receiving a second reguest from said client system via said 
network: 

circuitry operable for retrieving s ele ct e d on e s of said at le ast on e second 
message; and 

circuitry operable for generating a response to said a second request using said 
s e l e ct e d on e s of said at le ast on e second message. 

20. (Currently Amended) The data processing system of claim 19 further 
comprising circuitry operable for sending said response to said a client system initiat i ng 
sa i d first and s e cond r e qu e sts . 
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21. (Currently Amended) The data processing system of claim 15 further 
comprising: 

circuitry operable for receiving a connection request from said client system ; and 

circuitry operable for opening a connection to said a client system , said 
connection being operable for communicating requests and responses to said requests. 

22. (Currently Amended) The data processing system of claim 15 further 
comprising: 

circuitry operable for receiving a second request from said client system via said 
network , said second request selected from the group consisting of information (INFO) 
requests, expand requests and edit requests, wherein, 

in response to e ach of said information requests, an HTML page is 
generated using a set of selected data for a tool object corresponding to a managed tool 
i s l oaded into a Wor l dW i doWob ("Wob") pago for sending to said a client system . 

in response to oach of said edit requests, an HTML page is generated a 
Wob pago having a portion operable for user entry of one or more values for modifying 
a tool object attribute i s gonoratod for sending to said client system , and 

in response to oach of said expand requests an HTML page is generated 
using a set of child object names and relations to a parent object identified in said eaeh 
expand request is g e n e rat e d for sending to said client system . 

23. (Currently Amended) The data processing system of claim 15 wherein said 
first type of said first request denotes an execute request. 

24. (Original) The data processing system of claim 15 wherein said step of 
sending said first message is in response to execution of a tool object method identified 
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in said first request. 

25. (Original) The data processing system of claim 24 further comprising circuitry 
operable for overriding said tool object method. 

26. (Original) The data processing system of claim 25 wherein said circuitry 
operable for overriding said tool object method comprises: 

circuitry operable for parsing a script source; 

circuitry operable for determining if said script source includes a method 
signature matching a method signature of said tool object method; and 

circuitry operable for executing a corresponding portion of said script source, if 

so. 

27. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodied in a tangible 
storage medium, the program product including instructions a program of i nstruct i on for 
performing the steps of: 

receiving a first request from a client system via a network; 

determining a first type of said first request using a first predetermined field in a 
portion of said first request; and 

sending a first message to a tool in response to said first request and said first 
r e quest type wherein said first message is operable for controlling an action of said the 
tool. 

28. (Original) The program product of claim 27 further comprising instructions for 
performing the step of determining an identification of a tool object corresponding to 
said tool using a second predetermined field in said portion of said request. 
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29. (Canceled). 



30. (Currently Amended) The program product of claim 27 29 further comprising 
instructions for performing the steps of: 

receiving a wh e r e in sa i d too l returns at l e ast one second message from said tool 
associated with said first action ; and t sa i d m e thod furth e r compr i sing th e st e p of 

caching said at l e ast on e second message. 

31. (Currently Amended) The program product of claim 30 further comprising 
instructions for performing the steps of: 

receiving a second reguest from said client system via said network; 

retrieving s ele ct e d on e s of said at le ast on e second message; and 

generating a response to said a second request using said se l ected ones of sa i d 
at l oast ono second message. 

32. (Currently Amended) The program product of claim 31 further comprising 
instructions for performing the step of sending said response to said a client system 
i n i tiating sa i d first and s e cond r e qu e sts . 

33. (Currently Amended) The program product of claim 27 further comprising 
instructions for performing the steps of: 

receiving a connection request from said client system ; and 

opening a connection to said a client system , said connection being operable for 
communicating* requests and responses to said requests. 

34. (Currently Amended) The program product of claim 27 further comprising 
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instructions for performing the steps step of: 

receiving a second request from said client system via said network , said second 
request selected from the group consisting of information ( I NFO) requests, expand 
requests and edit requests, wherein, 

in response to ea ch of said information requests, an HTML page is 
generated using a set of selected data for a tool object corresponding to a managed tool 
i s loaded into a WorldW i doWob ("Wob") pago for sending to said a client system . 

in response to e ach of said edit requests, an HTML page is generated a 
W e b pag e having a portion operable for user entry of one or more values for modifying 
a tool object attribute i s g e n e rat e d for sending to said client system , and 

in response to e ach of said expand requests an HTML page is generated 
using a set of child object names and relations to a parent object identified in said eaeh 
expand request is g e nerated for sending to said client system . 

35. (Currently Amended) The program product of claim 27 wherein said first type 
of said first request denotes an execute request. 

36. (Original) The program product of claim 35 wherein said instructions for 
performing the step of sending said first message are performed in response to 
execution of a tool object method identified in said first request. 

37. (Original) The program product of claim 36 further comprising instructions for 
performing the step of overriding said tool object method. 

38. (Original) The program product of claim 37 wherein said instructions for 
performing the step of overriding said tool object method comprises instructions for 
performing the steps of: 
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parsing a script source; 

determining if said script source includes a method signature matching a method 
signature of said tool object method; and 

if so, executing a corresponding portion of said script source. 

39. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps 
step of: 

receiving a second request from said client system via said network ; and 

generating an HTML page using l oad i ng a set of selected data for a tool object 
corresponding to a managed tool i nto a Wor l dW i d e W e b ('W e b") pag e for sending to 
said a client system in response to said second request. 

40. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 39 wherein said HTML Web page 
has a portion operable for user entry of one or more values for modifying a tool object 
attribute. 

41. (Currently Amended) The data processing system of claim 15 further 
comprising: 

circuitry operable for receiving a second request from said client system via said 
network : and 

circuitry operable for generating an HTML page using l oading a set of selected 
data for a tool object corresponding to a managed tool i nto a WorldWideWeb ("Wob") 
page for sending to said a client system in response to said second request. 

42. (Currently Amended) The data processing system of claim 41 43 wherein 
said HTML Web page has a portion operable for user entry of one or more values for 
modifying a tool object attribute. 
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43. (Currently Amended) The program product of claim 27 further comprising 
instructions for performing the steps of: 

receiving a second request from said client system via said network ; and 

generating an HTML page using l oad i ng a set of selected data for a tool object 
corresponding to a managed tool into a WorldWidoWeb ("Wob") pago for sending to 
said a client system in response to said second request. 

44. (Currently Amended) The program product of claim 43 44 wherein said 
HTML Web page has a portion operable for user entry of one or more values for 
modifying a tool object attribute. 

45. (New) The data processing system of claim 15 wherein said first request is 
transferred in accordance with the hypertext transfer protocol (HTTP), and said portion 
corresponds to a uniform resource locator (URL). 

46. (New) The program product of claim 27 wherein said first request is 
transferred in accordance with the hypertext transfer protocol (HTTP), and said portion 
corresponds to a uniform resource locator (URL). 
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